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34th Annual Scholarship & Research Tournament
 By Richard Lombardi

The Scholarship and Research Committee sponsored 
another successful event with the 34th Annual 
Scholarship & Research Tournament held at 

Wanumetonomy Golf & Country Club on October 4th.

Organizing this event requires dedication and hard work of 
the committee members and staff early in the year to achieve 
rewarding results. Recognition goes out to the entire S&R 
Committee. We would also like to thank the volunteers that 

helped out on the day of 
the tournament which are 
Tim Berge, Bill Coulter, 
Joan Fandetti, Julie Heston, 
Michelle Maltais, Tom 
Ohlson, Alicia Pearson and 
Gary Sykes. The commit-
tee also extends a special 
thank you to Julie Heston 
for her assistance, dedication 
and strong administrative 
support.

At this event, the 
Scholarship & Research 

Committee awarded Sara Tucker with the Dr. Noel Jackson 
Research Fellowship. Sara is a graduate student working with 
Dr. Steven Alm at the University of Rhode Island. Her project is 
titled “Bee Forage and Habitat for Rhode Island Golf Courses.”

To our annual sponsors, who play a key role in the 
tournament’s success, the committee extends its gratitude. Please 
see the full list of sponsors for this event on the following pages.

Special recognition is also extended to Ted Ellis, CGCS and 
the entire team at Wanumetonomy Golf and Country Club.  
The superb conditions of the course and the facility coupled with 
excellent service provided by the staff greatly contributed to the 
day’s success.

In closing, the unconditional support and efforts of all par-
ticipants will allow the Scholarship & Research Tournament to 
remain a key event representing the RIGCSA’s strong commit-
ment to educational enhancement.

 Sincerely, 
Richard Lombardi, Chairman 
Scholarship and Research Committee
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Host: Ted Ellis, CGCSWanumetonomy Golf & Country Club

Dr. Noel Jackson Research Fellowship recipient Sara Tucker pictured with 
from L-R: Mark Richard, CGCS; Richard Lombardi and Dr. Steven Alm
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Bayer Environmental Science 
Building on an already solid foundation of 

proven products to help you succeed. 

Brian Giblin 
(508) 439-9809

Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

President’s Message

It’s been nice to say goodbye to the summer of 2016 and 
welcome in the Fall. How can you not love Fall weather? 
Gone is the heat and humidity and in comes the beauti-

ful and comfortable temperatures that are just perfect for golf. 
Hopefully you are all using your irrigation systems less and 
your golf clubs more.

As luck would have it, the rains finally came on the day 
of our September meeting at Cranston CC. Thank you to 
Arthur Tella for prepping the golf course on the toughest of 
weather days. About a dozen brave souls did brave the rain 
and play a qualifying nine holes to establish a team for the 
New England Championships. Thanks Arthur for allowing 
us to play the golf course and for being a gracious host.

Our annual Scholarship and Research Tournament was held at Wanumetonomy 
Golf and Country Club and hosted by Ted Ellis, CGCS. Ted and his staff had the 
place in excellent shape and had bounced back miraculously from a season with severe 
irrigation water shortages. The greens were challenging and in perfect condition. I am 
very proud of our S&R Committee and the work that they continue to do to support 
both college scholarships and turfgrass research. I thank Chairman Richard Lombardi 
and the entire committee for their dedication and their commitment to this fine event.

We were fortunate to again have Newport Country Club host our October 
Superintendent/Assistant tournament. I appreciate Chris Coen and his willingness to 
host and allow us to play such a great golf course every year. We’ve had a run of great 
weather the past few years and it’s always our best attended meeting of the year.

Please join us for our November meeting at Midville. It’s been a long time since our 
last visit and can’t wait to play it again. We’ve had some fun adding a November golf 
event and I hope many of you will join us that haven’t tried it. Thank you all for your 
participation this year and for making the RIGCSA a strong association. Our members 
helping each other and lending support makes us all better.

 Bill Coulter, CGCS  
RIGCSA President
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www.rigcsa.org
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September Meeting Cranston Country Club

Photo Credit – Michelle Maltais
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Scholarship & Research Tournament 

Photo Credit – Michelle Maltais
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Wanumetonomy Golf & Country Club

Photo Credit – Michelle Maltais
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner
By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.

And there you have it, the 
season has changed. Gone are 
the days of 90-degree heat and 
80 percent humidity and now 
come the moderate tempera-
ture days, and cool and frosty 
nights. Of the many seasons in 
New England, this one seems 
to be the favorite of the golf 
course superintendent. With 
mud season, black fly season, 
syringe season in the past, 
now begins leaf season and the 
challenges it brings. Here are 
a couple of things to keep in 
mind when considering your 
leaf management strategies.

What do you do with the leaves you harvest off the golf 
course? Leaf litter can be added to other course debris to make 
an excellent compost material. Shredded leaves with untreated 
grass clippings make an excellent start, with many other options 
that may be available. The sustainability session at 2016 GIS in 
San Diego was an excellent opportunity for superintendents to 
trade ideas, one of which was composting. Utilizing waste from 
the food and beverage and on-course containers was an initiative 
undertaken by one presenter. While actively managing a com-
post pile will significantly decrease the time needed to achieve a 
nutrient rich product that can be utilized on your property, even 
an unmanaged process will eventually be beneficial. Think of the 
yards of leaves you manage to maintain playability returning to 
the course as deep rich compost! Site selection and protection 
of water resources also play a big role in mindful composting. 
It would be a great project for an ambitious assistant or incom-
ing intern. For more about composting, visit the UMass Center 
for Agriculture, Food and the Environment resources page on 
Organic Waste Management.

While composting may not work within your leaf manage-
ment strategy, one item to be aware of when blowing leaves to 
tree-lines or property edges is the environment that this lit-
ter establishes. Often researched as a wonderful overwintering 
site for annual bluegrass weevils, it may also be contributing to 
an increase in tick populations. Last year Joellen Lampman, 
School and Turfgrass IPM Extension Support Specialist, with 
the New York State IPM program reached out to golf courses 
in her region to study the effects of different leaf management 
practices and the relationship on the tick population. An unsea-
sonably warm winter in 2015-2016 led to an explosion in the tick 
population this year, and hopefully some additional research will 
assist golf courses to develop strategies to manage both leaves 
and ticks successfully! If you think your leaf litter strategy might 

be creating increased spring tick population issues, Lampman 
included some information on testing your site for ticks in her 
Community IPM factsheet. Keeping ourselves, staff and golfers 
safe is always a priority.

Whether blowing, mowing, or picking them up, leaves crate 
an additional labor constraint on our budgets and inconvenience 
to our golfers. By developing a sustainable composting practice, 
the property could benefit greatly from the reuse of an otherwise 
undesirable by-product. With research, we can also gain a better 
understanding of the implications of our management strategies 
on non-desirable species. Best of luck with leaf season, and as we 
have all come to learn here in New England, keep your eyes on 
the cars around you when on the roads. Leaf peepers make very 
poor drivers!

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines
you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

Planning for the Golf Industry Show
These resources offer tips to minimize expenses and garner a 

higher return on investment. We’ll help guide you through the 
steps for communicating with your employer about the impor-
tance of attending the Golf Industry Show and the GCSAA 
Golf Championships. Resources can be found at www.golfin-
dustryshow.com.

Energy use survey now open
The latest Golf Course Environmental Profile survey is open 

through Nov. 11. The Energy Use and Environmental Practices 
Survey will gather critical information on energy conservation 
practices, energy audits, written plans, and behavioral, design 
and other conservation changes. Please visit the www.gcsaa.org 
under the “Environment” section to take the survey.

GIS housing now open!
onPeak is the official housing agency of the Golf Industry 

Show. Only through onPeak will you receive the following 
benefits:
•	 Lowest rates-guaranteed
•	 Convenient–real-time online service 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week
•	 It’s free – no booking or service fees
•	 Reward points – earn points toward your personal 

hotel rewards program
•	 Amenities – access to custom hotel profiles
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1 mm. & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand 
Rootzone Mixes   HD & Buff Bunker Sand 

Divot Blends  Tee Mixes 
Bridging Stone  Cart Path Mix   Soil Blend 

 

We will customize blends to meet your specific needs! 

435 Lancaster Street, Leominster, MA 01453 

O'CONNOR PUMPS 
& SERVICES

Golf / Commercial / Agricultural Pumps

Providing exceptional service in New England 
and the tri-state area for 25 years.

We service, sell, and install well 
pumps, submersible pumps, booster 
pumps, jet pumps, irrigation pumps, 
sump pumps, water softeners, iron 

filters, sediment filters, reverse 
osmosis, pressure tanks, water 
holding tanks, and water lines.

www.oconnorpumps.com

860-967-3559 
Joconnor@oconnorpumps.com 

Kevin’s GCSAA Corner
By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.

•	 You are in control – view, alter or cancel your reservation 
at any time

•	 Networking opportunities with other attendees staying 
at your hotel

•	 Fully manage your group booking, large or small

Visit www.golfindustryshow.com

Golf course superintendents from 
Canada and U.S. to compete in first 
CanAm Cup

GCSAA and the Canadian Golf Superintendents Association 
will be sponsoring the first CanAm Cup, Oct. 23-24, 2017.  
This flighted competition will be held over two days, with more 
than 200 golf course superintendents from Canada and the U.S. 
participating. The competition will be held at Baltusrol Golf 
Club (Upper and Lower courses) in Springfield, N.J., and  
Canoe Brook Country Club (North and South courses) in 
Summit, N.J. Watch for details on how you can be a part of  
this first ever event!

Upcoming FREE webcasts: 
www.gcsaa.org click on “Education” section for webcasts

Nov. 15:   Advantages of Tall Fescue: Drought Resistance

Dec. 1:   Increase Your Value: Effective Communications 
& Your Blog

Dec. 8: Preparing for an Active Shooter

Dec. 15: Salinity and its Management for Turf

Jan. 18: Look at Your Irrigation System’s Distribution Uniformity

Jan. 26:  Carbon, Carbon Everywhere: 
How carbon functions in your turgrass system

Again, if I can be of any assistance,  
please feel free to contact me.

 Kevin Doyle 
GCSAA Field Staff 
kdoyle@gcsaa.org

Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

Ed Downing
Cell: 978-230-2300

Email: ed@nesoils.com

Office: 978-466-1844 Fax: 978-466-1882
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  Alan Vadala 
(774) 766-2516 

Mike Coty 
(860) 617-3988 

NORTHTURF.COM 
 

We’re here to help with all of 
your aeration needs. 

We are equipped to do the  
entire job or you can simply 
choose from several tractors 

and implements to  
help you get it done! 

Irrigation System Grounding Update
by Tom Hoffer

Tom Hoffer is the Irrigation Service Manager at 
Northeast Golf & Turf Supply.

This summer we have seen an unusually high amount of 
lightning activity on golf courses, especially consider-
ing the lack of rain. Because of this, grounding of central 

and field components has come to the forefront of our attention. 
A common misconception in the industry is that grounding is 
good forever. This is not the case! Depending on site conditions, 
grounding resistance can become weaker over time. Below are 
a couple photos of what can happen to a copper grounding rod 
over time:

The purpose of grounding is to provide a path to ground for 
any extraneous voltage/current that gets on the irrigation wir-
ing. The specs that you see are meant to ensure that the path to 
ground has less resistance than the internal resistance of your 
irrigation components. That is, if your internal resistance on a 
satellite is 15 ohms, your grounding should be 10 ohms. That 
way, if a surge event occurs, it will follow the path of least resis-
tance, which is the grounding network. But if your grounding 
network has a higher resistance, the surge will likely go into the 
satellite – the path of lower resistance. 

Depending on the type of soil you have, the copper rod, 
plate, or wire may degrade over time and grounding resistance 
increases to a point where it’s ineffective. A ground resistance 
reading of 10 ohms in 2010 can become a reading of 50, 100, or 
more ohms today. If this was a central grounding grid, a reading 
of 25 ohms would now be out of spec. This is why it’s important 
to have your grounding be checked on a periodic basis. Central 
grounding grids should ideally be   1-5 ohms, 10 ohms at the 
highest. Satellite components should be at 10 ohms or lower. 
Decoder two-wire components should be at 50 ohms or less. If 
the grounding resistance is higher than these specs, the potential 
for significant lightning damage increases dramatically. 
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For a demo or more information, contact: 
Bob Barrow   203-751-3474   Rbarrow@stevenwillandinc.com

JACOBSEN’S LEGENDARY JACOBSEN’S LEGENDARY JACOBSEN’S LEGENDARY 
QUALITYQUALITYQUALITY---QUALITY-QUALITYQUALITYQUALITY-QUALITY-QUALITY-QUALITYQUALITYQUALITY-QUALITYOFOFOF---CUTCUTCUT

WIDERWIDERWIDER
APPEALAPPEALAPPEAL

HAS AN EVENHAS AN EVENHAS AN EVEN
139” 

Introducing the all-new LF557/577 
seven-reel fairway mower. 

IT’S YOUR CHOICE

PYTHFUL or BLISSFUL?

Segway ®

Fungicide SC
MAKES
SUPERS
SMILE 

Always read and follow label directions. Gordon’s® is a registered trademark of PBI-Gordon Corp.
Segway® is a registered trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha Ltd. 2/16 04266

� For more information visit:
GordonsProfessional.com or
call Bill Affinito at 508.250.3821

It’s hard to be happy when Pythium disease damages your turf. 
So don’t let it. Segway® Fungicide SC delivers outstanding 
protection against Pythium root dysfunction, Pythium blight, 
and Pythium damping-off. Segway works fast and lasts up to 
28 days for healthier turf. Healthier turf means happier golfers, 
and happier golfers mean happier Supers. 
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RIGSCA 2016 Newsletter Sponsors
ALLENS SEED
Celebrating over 60 years of servicing Golf 
Course Superintendents with products for 
managing quality turfgrass. When you need 
fertilizer, control products, premium grass 
seed, equipment repair and parts.
For more information, 
call Al LaPrise, Erik or Paul Hagenstein.
(401) 294-2722 (800) 527-3898

A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, 
Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill, Turf Pride, 
Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and 
Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the 
distribution of fertilizer, seed and chemicals 
throughout New England.
Michelle Maltais (401) 835-0287 
Michelle@AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

BARENBRUG USA
Producers of RTF, Turf Blue HGT, 
Supercharged Bentgrasses & Regenerating 
Perennial Rye
Great in Grass
Bruce Chapman, Territory Manager 
401-578-2300 bchapman@barusa.com

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of 
proven products to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809 
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Baked by Bayer

THE CARDINALS, INC.
John Callahan (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course 
accessories; seed, fertilizer, chemicals, 
wetting agents, safety supplies and other  
turf related specialty products.

THE CHAS. C. HART SEED CO.
Chris Bengtson chrisb@hartseed.com 
Cell: (401) 474-4110 (800)-326-4278  
www.HARTSEED.com
Independent distributor of quality turfgrass 
seed, fertilizer and Turf care products. 
Authorized distributor for Bayer, Syngenta, 
Aquatrols, Griggs Bros. 

DGM SYSTEMS
Golf and Sports Turf 
Specialty Products and Services
Visit www.dgmsystems.com
Office (401) 647-0550 
Manny Mihailides (401) 524-8999 
David Mihailides (401) 742-1177

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering over 15 years of golf course design 
experience including; feature renovation, tree 
analysis, cart path layout, master planning, 
construction observation, planting design 
and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member 
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784 
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech 
turf care products, contact Michael Kroian 
at (401) 397-5500.

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS
Sales, Service, Rentals
Scott Cookson, Paul Amorin, Jon Cookson 
(508) 336-4285 Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars

NEW ENGLAND SPECIALTY SOILS
1mm & 2mm. Top Dressing Sand 
Rootzone Mixes, Buff & HD Bunker Sand 
Divot Blends- Bulk/Bagged delivery
Ed Downing (978) 230-2300 
ed@nesoils.com

RESIDEX
Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098 
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782 
msantos@residex.com

SHAWNMARK INDUSTRIES, INC.
“TOMORROWíS Chemical Needs TODAY” 
A complete line of specialty turf products 
as well as engine degreasers, equipment 
maintenance products, aerosols, and ice 
melt. Call Matt Howland at (401) 295-1673 
or shawnmark@msn.com for personalized 
service 24 hours a day.

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on 
our 500 acre Green Certified farm. 
Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine 
Fescue, Short Cut Varieties, Contract Growing.
Contact: Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900 
www.sodco.net

STEVEN WILLAND INC.
Quality Turf Equipment 
Contact Bob Barrow for a demo or 
information 203-751-3474, 
Rbarrow@stevenwillandinc.com
Jacobsen, Smithco, Ventrac, Turfco, Redexim, 
Tru-Turf Rollers, Aer-Way, Agri-Metal, Vicon, 
Planet-Air, Goossen, S.I.P.

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712 
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com 
www.greentrustonline.com

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.
Offering a selection of putting green quality 
bentgrass varieties. Also, blends for tees, 
fairways, bunkers and roughs. 
Washing available.
Steve Donohue or Joe Farina 
(800) 556-6985

TURF ENHANCEMENT 
ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync 
Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM tines and 
bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray 
nozzles.

TURF PRODUCTS
Tim Berge (800)-243-4355
Carrying the complete line of TORO 
equipment. Call Dana Dubois for 
demonstrations. For your TORO irrigation 
needs–sprinklers, pipes, fittings, Otterbine 
aerators and wire trackers.

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Complete irrigation and pump installation 
and service throughout New England.
Matt Faherty (860) 681-8982 
mfaherty@winterberrygarden.com 
www.WinterberryIrrigation.com
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CT License J-3 

279958

IRRIGATION

Serving New England and the Tri-State Area
Irrigation and Pump Installation and Service

1-800-722-7348
Chris Daigle

Matt Faherty

www.winterberryirrigation.com
CT License J-3 279958 | RI License M1000224 | NJ License 197246

Announcements:
Congratulations to John Rourke and Heather Davis 
Forman who were married on July 30th.

Our condolences are extended to Pat Hogan and family 
on the passing of Pat’s wife Jane on September 26, 2016.

Our condolences are extended to Joe and Sandy 
Oliveira on the passing of Sandy’s father, Eugene 
Edwards, on September 28, 2016.

Our condolences are extended to Joe and Tara Felicetti 
and family on the passing of Tara’s mother, Donna 
Londergan, on October 4, 2016.

Our condolences are extended to Doug Hopper and 
family on the passing of Doug’s wife Brenda on October 
9, 2016.

Our condolences are extended to Alan Vadala and family 
on the passing of Alan’s father, Anthony J. Vadala who 
passed away on October 23, 2016.

Directory Update:
Congratulations to John Bresnahan on his new position 
with Syngenta. Please see below for his new contact 
information.

John Bresnahan 
Syngenta territory manager  
John.bresnahan@syngenta.com 
Office 413-565-5340 
Cell 413-333-9914

Scholarship Applications Available:
Please visit www.rigcsa.org (S&R section) for a 
scholarship application or contact Julie Heston at (401) 
934-7660 or jheston@verizon.net.

Deadline to submit an application is December 5, 2016. 
Scholarships will be awarded at the Annual Meeting in 
January 2017.

Individual Championship –  
NE Champs Qualifier

Cranston Country Club  

September 19, 2016 
Due to rain, 13 members played in this event for 9 holes.

1st Net and Superintendent Champion – Mike Varkonyi 
1st Gross – Other Division – Garrett Whitney

Scholarship & Research Tournament
Wanumetonomy Golf & Country Club
October 4, 2016

1st Gross: Matt Howland / Tom Wecal 
2nd Gross: Tom Fox / Scott Nickerson

1st Net: John Bresnahan / Kevin Knight 
2nd Net: Mike Whitehead / Chris Petropoulos

3rd Net: Pat Daly / Jim Favreau 
4th Net: Jim Santoro / Scott Mackintosh 
5th Net: Robert McNeil / Dave Plaziak 
6th Net: Mike Kroian / Jack Greenhalgh 
7th Net: Bill Coulter / Robb Martin 
8th Net: Nick Burchard / Scott Godfrey 
9th Net: Pete Jacobson / Tom Fair 
10th Net: Brian Giblin / Joe Deely 
11th Net: Mark Richard / Nick Sanmartino

RIGCSA Member News



RIGCSA
c/o Julie Heston
36 Elisha Mathewson Road
N.Scituate, RI 02857

 

More details to come.

Save the date 
for

RIG C SA Winter Gala
Saturday, February 18, 2017

The Providence Biltmore Hotel


