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Bee Survey and Forage
By Elizabeth Varkonyi, Olivia Barsoian and Steven R. Alm University of Rhode Island

Thanks again to all of the superintendent’s and courses who took 
part in the 2019 bee survey (RIGCSA July/August newsletter). We 
are very encouraged that you recognize the importance of bees. 
You also have the agronomic knowledge and the tracts of land to 
increase forage which could make a substantial difference in all bee 
populations.

The 2019 survey methods consisted of hanging three different bee 
traps in a rough alongside the edge of a fairway for three days every 
three weeks during the summer. The findings in 2019 indicate 
that of the 11 species of bumble bees found in Rhode Island in the 
1900’s only six species were found in the 2019 survey. Due to the 
limited number of habitats we sampled (i. e. golf courses), our fail-
ure to collect all 11 species could very likely be due to our limited 
sampling. We hope to expand the survey in 2020 to include courses 
that we did not sample in 2019 as well as target more diverse bee 
habitats. If you are willing to have us place two traps in an out of 
the way location on your course, please email Elizabeth Varkonyi at 
evarkonyi@uri.edu with your contact information. 

The other way you may want to help declining bee populations is 
to plant forage for bees. This could consist of a few plants around 
tee boxes, the club house, etc. (our favorites: purple coneflower, 
Walker’s low Nepeta, Boneset, Narrow leaf Mountain Mint, Anise 
hyssop, New York aster) or larger plantings (of self-heal, red clover, 
or a wildflower mix) in out of play areas. 

Seed Corner https://seedcorner.com/
prunella-self-heal-common-prunella-vulgaris-seeds/ 

Heal-all (Prunella vulgaris) seeding rate is 20 seeds per 1 sq ft; 200 
seeds $2.99 10 sq ft; 1,000 seeds $9.99 50 sq ft; 2,000 seeds $14.99 
100 sq ft; 20,000 seeds $69.99 1000 sq ft; 100,000 seeds $249.99 
5,000 sq ft

Star Seed https://www.gostarseed.com/catalog/0/product/
Clover-Red/1097/ Red clover (Trifolium pretense) seeding rate: 
10-15 lbs. per acre; Package Type Price bulk $5.00/LB; $13.50/ 5 
LB; $25.88/ 10 LB; $112.50/50 LB. 

Ernst Seeds https://www.ernstseed.com/ also has a lot of seed 
mixes for specific soil types. 

If you try any of these mixes, please let us know evarkonyi@uri.
edu so we can monitor the bees.    

We are also collecting bumble bees that you may find dead (see at-
tached flyer). Place dead bees in a pill bottle and shoot us an email. 
Finally, regarding honey bees and Varroa mite control, we are look-
ing at some novel chemistry with Professor Matt Kiesewetter, URI 
Dept. of Chemistry, as well as some organic techniques (powdered 
sugar, pheromones and heat treatments). More on this research in 
the future. 

We are also always looking for sites to conduct annual bluegrass 
weevil control experiments. Let us know if you have a fairway to 
test new products. 

Have a great 2020!
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President’s Message
As we turn the corner on this decade, I was looking back through 
some things that I didn’t realize were that “old.” For example, The 
75 Year History of the RIGCSA. That was 15 years ago. It doesn’t 
seem that long ago. For any history buffs, it is still a great read. And 
for any members that joined after those were distributed, and there 
are many, Julie Heston was able to contact the printer and get us a 
digital copy that she will put a link to on our website. I hope if you 
have not seen it, spend some down time looking back.

Also, this time of year might be a good time to complete the Green 
Certification Program. The link to this program can be found 

on the home page of our website at www.rigcsa.org. It would be great to get as many RI 
courses as possible to participate in this program. This will help all of us in the long run.

Looking forward, the board has remained the same, with some shuffling to follow the re-
cent by law changes. The golf committee portion of the board is always looking for volun-
teers to assist with registration and at times some scoring. If you think you can be early for 
a meeting and would like to assist, feel free to let us know even if it is only for one meeting. 
It is a good way to meet some of the new members or if you’re new to meet members.

Our schedule looks exciting this year along with the RITF outing in April and the 
Scholarship and Research Tournament at Pinebrook CC. But one of the biggest events will 
be the US Senior Open at Newport CC. The CVS Charity Classic has kept RI in a small 
spotlight for many years, but it hasn’t been since 1995 when the US Amateur was held at 
both Newport CC and Wanumetonomy GC. Chris Coen has enlisted Tom Hoffer to or-
ganize and run the volunteer workers for the tournament. If you can help or send someone, 
it is a great opportunity for experience and to help Newport CC and Chris put their best 
foot forward.

But before that we have the Green Industry Show and the New England Regional 
Turfgrass Conference and Show. And then it is Spring.

Respectfully,

Mike Varkonyi 
RIGCSA President
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RIGCSA Holiday Networking Meeting - The Dublin Rose 

Photo Credit:  Michelle Maltais 

RIGCSA Holiday Networking Meeting - The Dublin Rose

Photos by Michelle Maltais
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RIGCSA Holiday Networking Meeting - The Dublin Rose 

Photo Credit:  Michelle Maltais 

RIGCSA Holiday Networking Meeting - The Dublin Rose

Photos by Michelle Maltais



Meeting Host: Mike Varkonyi 
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RIGCSA November Meeting - Louisquisset Golf Club

Photos by Michelle Maltais
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Kevin’s GCSAA Corner By Kevin Doyle, GCSAA Northeast Field Rep.

Sometimes it is a struggle 
to develop a new topic 
to include in association 

newsletters. Add to that, a 
highly fluctuating travel sched-
ule, and there are issues where 
I unfortunately fail to deliver 
content. I really appreciate all 
the regional newsletter editor’s 
patience with me, and feedback 
I get from members regarding 
my content. The topic for this 

article was born on Thanksgiving Day. It gives you a little look at 
how I tick, and the thoughts on overall team efficiency. It is a rant 
with a message that hopefully you will find useful.

My wife and I make a good team. She is a middle school special 
education teacher who relies heavily on structure to function per-
sonally and professionally. She plans and makes lists. We work well 
together because I can read and follow lists. We share most family 
duties including cooking. When it comes to large functions it is my 
kitchen and her support role is critical to get things from the oven 
to the table. It’s a good team approach. 

We hosted Thanksgiving which was planned for twelve. Two 
backed out last minute, causing angst for the planner. The missing 
mouths led to more uneaten food than expected. That caused me 
strife because it exposed an inefficiency that flat drives me nuts!

I fear the cabinet that holds our food storage containers. In my 
humble opinion, nothing ruins a wonderful meal like struggling 
to find a lid to match the container I just placed the leftovers in. 
For some strange reason, it happens to me every time! My team-
mate (wife) sees no issues with the current setup. So, as a superin-
tendent, I stated my case regarding this perceived inefficiency in 
real-life research based scientific format. I dismantled the cabinet 
and counted everything to see if my perception met reality. Here is 
what I found:

• 49 containers

• 54 lids

Those numbers were closer than I expected, but I was undeterred. I 
then paired up the lids to match the containers:

• 43 containers with matching lids

• 6 containers with no lid

• 11 lids that fit no container

• 1 cracked container that had a lid (a refrigerator cleaning wait-
ing to happen)

• 1 container with a broken lid

So even I would consider the numerical results a bit disappoint-
ing. I had honestly figured there would have been a much larger 
disparity. But as often happens with good research, I wanted to add 
an additional layer of inquiry. Of the 43 containers with match-
ing lids, there were 17 different brands in the sample. That means 
there is a 40% chance the lid I would select would not match the 
container to begin with regardless of similarities!

Now picture the table covered with your irrigation parts, spare 
equipment items, or even the small tool area. Shop makeovers are 
not easy. Parting with pieces that may be useful can lead to future 
expense and increased downtime. Neither situation is desirable. 
However, ensuring the items are still viable, well-marked, and in 
working order can increase the efficiency you and your team must 
rely on in the critical moment of need. If you aren’t specifically 
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Bayer Environmental Science 
Building on an already solid foundation of 

proven products to help you succeed. 

Brian Giblin 
(508) 439-9809
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com

responsible for the inventory, be sure to engage your staff and ask 
how they would streamline their process.

My research led to a positive result in my household. I threw 
 away what didn’t match while my wife was at work. I’ll pay for 
that later. If my employer finds out I cleaned out my container 
cabinet during work hours I might get in a little trouble for that 
too. While it was done in the name of pure scientific research in 
order to accomplish a business-related task, please don’t tell them 
just in case.

Enacting small changes like these can take a prohibitively long time to 
achieve. However, if an equipment manager can immediately grab the 
exact belt he needs, or an irrigation technician easily communicating 
from the field the correct part needed for a repair to a fellow staff 
member leads to a faster more effective process, that would be a massive 
benefit every time. Engaging the staff for feedback could be a motivating 
factor, it might also remove some frustration from those responsible for 
their areas of expertise. More engagement, less stress, and more efficient 
sounds like a winning combination to me.

GCSAA Resources and Deadlines  
you Get Cool Stuff from your Association Already

Scholarship season is fast 
approaching:
Scholarships have been a part of the EIFG’s focus since 1955 when 
the organization was first founded as the GCSAA Scholarship and 
Research Fund. 

Scholarships funded by the EIFG provide financial assistance to 
students who are pursuing a career in golf course management, 
future researchers and educators, as well as children and grandchil-
dren of GCSAA members.

Visit www.EIFG.org/scholarships for more information.

SAVE THE DATE!!!!!!!
Nor’Easter Ski Day 2020 will take place at Killington Resort on 
February 27th, 2020.  Last year nearly 200 industry professionals, 
friends & family set an attendance record, and a GREAT time was 
had by all!!  Be sure to mark that date on your calendar and plane 
to join others from Maryland to Maine!  More information to fol-
low soon.

Again, if I can be of any assistance,  
please feel free to contact me.

Kevin Doyle 
GCSAA Field Staff 
kdoyle@gcsaa.org Follow me on Twitter @GCSAA_NE

http://www.EIFG.org/scholarships
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RIGCSA Member News

2020 Slate of Officers 
As proposed by the RIGCSA Nominating 
Committee

President: Michael Varkonyi 
Vice President/Secretary: John Lombardi 
Treasurer: Peter Fish 
Past President: Christopher Coen 
Director: Matthew Emond 
Director: Patrick Hogan 
Director: Michelle Maltais

RIGCSA Membership dues renewal statements will be 
emailed out after the annual meeting on January 15 per 
the bylaws. If you do not have an email address on file, 
we will mail you the dues statement. You can pay for you 
dues online or mail in a check to the office. You can also 
update your membership information on the website 
or you can send any updates to Julie Heston. Any 
questions, please contact Julie Heston, (401) 934-7660 or 
jheston@verizon.net.

Newport Country Club will have the 
honor of hosting the 41st U.S. Senior Open 
Championship. The event will take place 

from Monday, June 22nd to Sunday, June 28th and will 
be televised worldwide by Fox. Due to the size and 
magnitude of the event, we are in need of approximately 
30 volunteers on a daily basis. We are welcoming 
volunteers from not only locally in the New England 
region, but also nationally. We are able to offer housing 
accommodations to our out of town guests at nearby 
Salve Regina University, transportation will also be 
provided to our guests staying at Salve. We will provide 
all volunteers with shirts, hats, rain gear and three meals 
per day. If you are interested in volunteering or would like 
more information, please contact Tom Hoffer, Volunteer 
Coordinator at (401) 871-2916 or ncc2020senioropen@
gmail.com

Our condolences are extended to Mike Cornicelli 
and family on the passing of Mike’s brother, Joseph 
Cornicelli, on December 18, 2019.

Congratulations to Jim and Danielle Studley on the 
birth of their daughter Dorothy Frances born on 
November 23, 2019.

Save the date…for this season’s Nor’easter Ski Day at 
Killington on Thursday, February 27th 

If you were unable to attend the Scholarship & Research 
Tournament this year and would like to support the 
Scholarship & Research fund, we have some Footjoy Vests 

and Footjoy Stay-Dry Hats available for sale. The price 
for the vest is $44 each (retail list price of $88) and the 
price for the stay-dry hat is $16 each. You can contact 
Julie Heston if you are interested in purchasing or you 
can purchase online by going to the S&R Tournament 
page on our website https://www.rigcsa.org/S&R-
Tournament .  
*We will also have these items available for purchase at 
the January 15th meeting at Fall River Country Club.

 Rhode Island DEM Green Golf Course 
Certification Program Reminder 
This is a good time of year to work on the 

checklist and it might even be good practice for one of 
your assistants to do. The numbers generated by this 
program help get us recognized as a group which is 
doing something about environmental issues and needs 
to be listened to.

For more information about this program and how to 
get started, please click on the link below. 
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/customertech/
green-cert-programs/green-golf.php

Below is a list of the current courses that have completed 
the Green Certification Program as of November 2019.
• Agawam Hunt
• Alpine Country Club
• Button Hole Golf Course
• Goddard Memorial State Park
• Newport Country Club
• Pawtucket Country Club
• Point Judith Country Club
• Potowomut Golf Club
• Rhode Island Country Club
• Sakonnet Golf Club
• Shelter Harbor Golf Club
• Wannamoisett Country Club
• Wanumetonomy Golf & Country Club
• Weekapaug Golf Club

mailto:jheston@verizon.net
mailto:ncc2020senioropen@gmail.com
mailto:ncc2020senioropen@gmail.com
https://www.rigcsa.org/S&R-Tournament
https://www.rigcsa.org/S&R-Tournament
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/customertech/green-cert-programs/green-golf.php
http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/customertech/green-cert-programs/green-golf.php
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Citizen Scientists Needed!         
 
 

Rhode Island 
Bumble Bee Survey 
Understanding our wild bees 

 

      Our objective is to survey the bumble bees 
of Rhode Island.  

WWhhaatt  WWee  NNeeeedd::  

 Found dead bumble bees  
o Collect and secure each bee in an individual, 

crush-proof container (e.g. pill bottle). 
o Label with the date and location (i.e. nearest 

address, road, landmark) where collected.  

 Surrounding Foliage 
o Identification of plant bee was foraging on, clipped 

samples, and/or clear photographs of nearby 
flowering plants. 

 Send us specimens  
o Mail your secured bumble bee specimen(s) 

separately with requested information to: 
 

Dr. Steven Alm 
9 East Alumni Ave 

Suite 7 
University of Rhode Island 

Kingston, RI 02881 
 
 

Questions? 

E-mail us at  
bombussurvey@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Please report all 

known bumble bee nests 
(with photographs and 
details of location) to: 

bombussurvey@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 

(No skills or training necessary!) 

Our ultimate goal is conservation. 
Please do not kill live bumble bees. 
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IItt  mmiigghhtt  ttaakkee  
ggrreeaatt  sskkiillll  ttoo  
bbeeccoommee  aa  
ggrreeaatt  ggoollffeerr......  

……..BBuutt,,  IItt  ttaakkeess  ggrreeaatt  pprreecciissiioonn  ttoo  
mmaaiinnttaaiinn  aa  ggrreeaatt  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee!!  

�elp f�nd t�rfgra�� re�ear�� �� dona�ng a ro�nd of 
golf for 4 to Tee‐Up New England!   

Go to www.Tee‐upNewEngland.com to download an 
appl��a�on toda� or �all 4��‐�4�‐�4��!   

Turf Surfactants with a Difference
The Ocean Organics Surfactant Line provides you with ideal  
playing conditions and the uniform root zone soil moisture  
that every plant craves. Our proprietary surfactant formulations  
contain EO/PO Block technology to cure water repellency, a  
biostimulant to foster plant fitness, and a specialized penetrant. 

Using our high-performance surfactants you can optimize  
moisture uniformity and increase the efficacy and control of 
your fertility and pesticide programs while conserving water.

The Next Generation of  Surfactants

Ocean Organics is synonymous with plant fitness. We design materials  
that maximize plant health, hardiness, performance, stress tolerance and quality.

SeaBlend®   Stress Rx®   XP Extra Protection™   NuRelease®   Guarantee®   Early Bird™

You Don’t Have to Sacrifice 
Optimum Soil Moisture  
to Achieve Firm and Fast 
Conditions on Top...

Kevin Collins  914-621-1151 • Kevin@oceanorganics.com 
Northeastern and Mid-Atlantic Territory Manager 

www.oceanorganics.com  
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RIGSCA 2019 Newsletter Sponsors
A-OK TURF EQUIPMENT
Wiedenmann, Lastec, Graden, Agrimetal, Baroness, Salsco, Sweep N Fill, 
Turf Pride, Stec, Pronovst, Lely, Maredo, Classen, and Used Equipment.
www.aokturf.com (401) 826-2584

ATLANTIC GOLF & TURF
Specializing in agronomy through the distribution of fertilizer, seed  
and chemicals throughout New England.
Paul Jamrog (401) 524-3322 
Paul@AtlanticGolfandTurf.com
www.AtlanticGolfandTurf.com

BAYER ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Building on an already solid foundation of proven products  
to help you succeed
Brian Giblin (508) 439-9809 
Brian.Giblin@bayer.com
Baked by Bayer

THE CARDINALS, INC.
John Callahan (800) 861-6256
Complete distributor of golf course accessories; seed, fertilizer, 
chemicals, wetting agents, safety supplies and other turf related 
specialty products.

FINCH SERVICES, INC./JOHN DEERE GOLF
Offering our customers the most complete line of products, service and
expertise in the industry.
Visit our website at www.finchinc.com
Bill Rockwell (508) 360-1778 

GARDNER + GERRISH, LLC
Golf Course Design
Offering almost 20 years of golf course design experience including; 
feature renovation, tree analysis, cart path layout, master planning, 
construction observation, planting design and landscape architecture.
Contact RIGCSA member 
Tim Gerrish, RLA at (401) 263-3784 
tim@gardner-gerrish.com

HARRELL’S
Service–Knowledge–Experience
The superintendents source for high-tech turf care products,  
contact Michael Kroian at (401) 397-5500.

NEW ENGLAND GOLF CARS
Sales, Service, Rentals
Yamaha Golf Cars / Yamaha Utility Cars
Scott Cookson, Jon Cookson, Mark Cunningham 
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RIGSCA 2019 Newsletter Sponsors
(508) 336-4285 Fax: (508) 336-4762
www.NewEnglandGolfCars.com

OCEAN ORGANICS
Kevin Collins- NE & Mid Atlantic TM
725 King Street 
Chappaqua, NY 10514
Mobile: (914) 621-1151 
Email: kevin@oceanorganics.com

READ CUSTOM SOILS
The only sand supplier with literally millions of yard of consistent  
sand permitted for use.
Call on us for custom soil blending, top dressing sands, root-zone 
blends, “early green” black sand, divot & cart path mixes.
Garrett Whitney 617-697-4247  
Ed Downing 508-440-1833 
Mark Pendergast 617-686-5590

SLATER FARMS
We provide the highest quality natural sands and stone products. 
For applications ranging from sports turf fields to golf courses, our 
products are perfect for every project.
(401) 766-5010 www.hollistonsand.com

SODCO, INC.
All of your golf course grass needs grown on our 500 acre Green 
Certified farm. Bentgrass, Black Beauty, Bluegrass, Fine Fescue, Short 
Cut Varieties, Contract Growing.
Contact:  
Pat Hogan (401) 569-1105 or 
Alicia Pearson (401) 215-8698 
Slocum, RI (800) 341-6900 
www.sodco.net

SYNGENTA
Melissa Hyner Gugliotti (860) 221-5712 
Email: Melissa.gugliotti@syngenta.com 
www.greentrustonline.com

TARGET SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
Fertilizer, Seed Chemicals
Jim Pritchard (401) 862-1098 
jimpritchard32@gmail.com
Mike Santos (401) 525-6782 
mike.santos@target-specialty.com

 

PO Box 2 | 264 Exeter Rd 
Slocum, RI 02877 

(p) 800-341-6900 | (f) 401-295-0144 
www.sodco.net 

SSppeeccttaaccuullaarr  SShhoorrttccuutt..  FFaannttaassttiicc  FFaaiirrwwaayy  HHeeiigghhtt..  GGoorrggeeoouuss  GGrreeeennss  HHeeiigghhtt..  OOnnllyy  aatt  SSooddccoo.. 
 

Sodco’s Shortcut Bluegrass is a mix 
of Kentucky Bluegrass varieties, 

maintained at a height of 5/8 inch. 

Our shortcut bluegrass is grown with 
a blend of dwarf bluegrass that is 

able to handle the low height of cut, 
which makes this sod perfect for tee 

boxes and fairways. A perfect 
substitution for areas bentgrass is 

not preferred. 

Sodco’s 007/Declaration Greens 
Height Bentgrass far exceeds the 

overall turf performance that is 
expected from a traditional bentgrass. 

This blend combines two top ranked 
varieties in overall turf quality and 

dollar spot resistance. Sodco's 50/50 
blend is guaranteed to create optimal 

playing conditions for your greens. 

Sodco is currently growing two 
varieties of Fairway Height 

Bentgrass. Pennway bentgrass 
provides the broad genetic diversity 
that creates a fine texture and the 

dense, uniform turf. PureFormance 
bentgrass combines the three top 
performing bentgrass varieties to 
create optimal playing conditions.  
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Slater Farms is the leading provider of high quality sands for the industrial, 
commercial and filtration markets. We're the element in every day. 
www.slaternaturalfarms.com For a project quote, call us at 401-766-5010

Recreational - Commercial - Specialty  

THE MATERIAL
MATTERS.

Proudly supplying our community partners

Holliston Sand Company is NSF certified

TARTAN FARMS, LLC
Supplying sod and sod installation for golf course since 1987.
David Wallace (401) 641-0306
571 Waites Corner Road 
West Kingston, RI 02892

TOM IRWIN, INC.
Greg Misodoulakis 508-243-6166
With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone.

TUCKAHOE TURF FARMS, INC.
We offer bentgrass for greens, tees and fairways, short cut  
bluegrass and bluegrass blends, and we have fine and tall fescue  
and blue/fescue blends.
Please call for details 800-556-6985

TURF ENHANCEMENT ENTERPRISES
Tom Fox (508) 450-9254
Featuring Floratine Products, Analync Soil Testing and Analysis, JRM 
tines and bedknives and Greenleaf TurboDrop spray nozzles. Now 
Featuring Ninja Tines.

TURF PRODUCTS
Tim Berge (860)-490-2787 Tom Albert (860) 539-3946
Carrying the complete line of TORO equipment. For your TORO 
irrigation needs–sprinklers, pipes, fittings, Otterbine aerators and wire 
trackers.

WINTERBERRY IRRIGATION
Irrigation installation, service, repairs, and sales
Wire tracking, GPS mapping, grounding testing, start-up, and 
winterization
Matt Faherty 860-681-8982 
mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
Visit www.winterberryirrigation.com

OUR PASSION IS 
YOUR SUCCESS

Greg Misodoulakis   |   508-243-6166   |   greg@tomirwin.com

With Tom Irwin, you’re not alone. 

mailto:mfaherty@winterberrylandscape.com
http://www.winterberryirrigation.com

